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WE LIVE IN A WONDERFUL PLACE. WE HAVE A PASSION FOR BIRDS AND ALL THINGS WILD.
WE HAVE TALENT AND ABILITIES TO PROTECT THEM. BE GRATEFUL FOR THIS!
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In Take Action:

» Become the ‘Recycler’ of the Group courtesy Nancy Ogden

= Teach a Class courtesy of Sensing Nature

= Petitions, Letters, Phone Calls courtesy Audubon Florida

= Participate in Conservation Actions courtesy League of
Conservation Voters
Learn About Conservation and Ecosystems courtesy of Florida
Master Naturalist Program (IFAS)
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From the Edifor ‘# ‘l "y

Like the birds we adore, it's time to migrate. Away from our long-time ‘traditional’ newsletter format
into a new direction you'll see throughout this inaugural issue. Welcome to the new format and new

journey!

Before we get info what you can look forward to in this and coming issues, allow me a moment to...

= Give you a few reasons behind our migration
= Say ‘Thank You' to my predecessors

Whg Migrajte?

Newsletters have
become nearly the
worst way to convey
news and events,
Today, we have an
active website where
we can get news and
information to you
faster than any letter.
We have blogs to
report initiatives and
activities, Social
Media for event news
and pictures,
downloads for
meeting, trip and
other schedules. In
every case,
newsletters for ‘news’
have become like
buggy whips and
black and white TV's.

What’s in Store?

Picture provided by the Macaulay Library

Not fo say print
media is dead — go to
any newsstand or
book store, you'll see
it alive with new
names and new
formats. This next
generation is focused
on features, stories
and you - the reader.
Time to join the
migration.

A Big Thanks to
Those Who Came
Before Us

Everything you'll
see is new. New
doesn't mean
disrespect or derision
towards the past or
those who worked
hard creating what
we hope to work
equally hard to take
forward. We stand on
the shoulders of those
who came before us
and look to them with
nothing but gratitude.

Thank You!

Hopefully, you ‘got’ the breaking the mold thing about traditional
newsletters. (Though if you're skeptical, it's okay by me.) We're an Audubon
Society, our message willmatch Audubon’s mission — love birds, love where they
live. (A paraphrase I'll admit, but still fits.) Birding is fun — birds add joy to your life; |
want to be all over that one. Taking action - follows the Audubon mission, follows
being a responsible citizen of our planet. There are lots of ways to contribute;
we'll showcase as many as possible. The publication should be as friendly to non-
members and non-birders as SPAS members. Last but not least — it should be
something you look forward to read.

Taking on the above is a big enough undertaking...we'll see where it goes.

Evom ow wilgiationl




OUR MISSION

DEFINING WHAT
WE DO

THE MISSION OF ST. PETERSBURG AUDUBON SOCIETY IS TO ADVOCATE
FOR ECOSYSTEMS IMPORTANT TO BIRDS AND OTHER WILDLIFE THROUGH
EDUCATION AND CONSERVATION.

Wetlands are the ‘cradle of life’ for so much of Florida Wildlife — air, land and water

Our mission defines us — the core of what we are. Missions shape strategies, actions and provide a
yardstick for how well we are doing.

If you're in the ‘over 40’ set, you probably remember ‘Mission Statements’ littering walls from
corporations to doctor’s offices; even movie theaters had them. Long-winded, too general, lacking urgency.
Go back further, a ‘Man on a Mission’, had purpose, focus and you'd best help or get outta the way.

Serious as the Black Crowned Night Heron above. No question he's on a mission.

We're people on a mission, and it's not passive.

Missions are essential, especially to groups. They are also conceptual, and need a bit more explaining
than our typical ‘See bird, smile; see bird with binoculars, smile more.’ This article relates the concepts of the
mission to strategies, programs and activities you read about at St. Pete Audubon. (Details on specific
programs are on our website.) It's an explanation and a fair one, not self-congratulatory, nor is it an appeal.

We'll touch on habitats (or ecosystems in the mission statement) — they’re critical to wildlife and human
life. Habitats need people on a mission.




HABITATS AND MISSION

Florida has four habitats
 Coastal Shoreline
Wetlands

Scrub ol in

elo
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our Mmission, cqlls fw us 4o
Prol’u* and restore these

habituts

Coastal shoreline is vital to nesting shorebirds like these Skimmers

A good visualization for the mission, strategies, programs relationship is a tree...the mission being the
leaves and branches, strategies being the trunk and programs being the roofs.

The mission of St.-Petersburg-Audubon Society
is to advocate for ecosystems important
to birds and other wildlife; through
‘ educahon and conservahon

Educahon :
\C onservation /Sfewardsh'p
Ovufreach/Engagement
Ed i Conservation Outreach
ucation Stewardship Engagement
I:eacher EE S0 Project Shorebird Raptors on the Move
amp
Navigating Nature Shell Key Preserve Field Trips
Audubon Adventures > Pete Parks and student Grants
Recreation

Shorebird Class, Bird Monitoring

Beginning Birder Class ' Bird Steward Program

St. Anthony’s Memorial

LI TE LICD Butterfly Garden

QUICK OBSERVATIONS

1. Strategies and programs align with the mission.

2. We have programs targeted toward new birders — children, college-age and ‘newbies’.

3. Programs are diverse and flexible giving participants lots of ways to make a difference.

4. The programs are efficient, and require I|’r’r|e or no overhead (or expense) to be produc’rlve

Heqlthy Skimmer colonles are a joyous cacophony - parents coming and going, hctchllngs squawking, life everywhere



MISSIONS ARE YARDSTICKS

If you read the Quick Observations on the last page, you may think we crossed over into ‘self-
congratulatory’. The mission pulls us back. Advocating for ecosystems — we have work to do here, and
we can do more around conservation. We have education well covered. To be fair, if every single
member worked 120+ hours a week, 52-weeks a year, more would need to be done. The task is
monumental. We are moving in the right direction.

With a task so monumental, is this a ‘fool’s errand’2

NO - we've had a lot of success and we're commiftted to do more. We won't win every battle,
but we won't lose every battle either.

Where we have the resources to do more —we will. The mission gives us a framework for reaching
farther.

‘FUN’ IS ALLOWED *A small ‘b"'(’ of determined
Reading about missions, it’s easy to conjure soirifs Fwe_.( ,br an “W“M%Ale
EJp |.moges.of grl.m—f,oceo! peqple ’rru.dgmg olong_ Ai#‘ in their Mmission, cqn, qu.e_’
doing their mission’ looking like fleeing refugees in Hh # h hist ~
a war movie. Nothing could be farther from the € course of- nuMman history.
truth — bird and wildlife watching is growing! The Mahatma Gandhi

US Department of the Interior reports 86-million
‘wildlife watchers’ in 2016, up 20% from 2011. 86-
million people aren’t committed to being grim.

Being one of them and making sure there’s
enough wildlife worth watching, and there's a
‘nature’ to be out in, is rewarding. Watching is
delightful.

MISSIONS ARE MAGNETS

Done well, missions are truly amazing in their
power to define and structure a group. There's
one last aspect to cover...their power to attract.

When you read a mission statement, it
resonates deep in your gut. Orit doesn’t. Better
than average chance you already know if our
mission resonates. If it does, come closer. If you're
already one of the 86-million and growing wildlife
watchers — come see ours. If you're not, see why
we've grown over 20%. If you want to help out -
the Take Action article will get you started.

If nothing else, you've hung in to the end of
the most ‘word heavy' artficle on a serious topic.

Thank you for that!

Remaining scrub in Pinellas is precious
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Seeing Birds Be Birds...

Is the purest of joys. No matter
if it's purposeful — binoculars around
neck or a glimpse when you're out
and about. Hearing Red Bellies
calling from close-by oaks transports
you to a happier world.

Birds being birds is the biggest
‘why’ behind missions, action and
so much of what we're about.

If you see one, stop a second, if
you can and let the joy soak
through you.




I wondered why Maureen took
a million pictures of birds we
‘already had'.

Not so much now.
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There's no escaping — though many times we'd like to. We're all ‘citizens of the
planet’ and as citizens, we should have a give and take relationship with Earth, our

S home. Even more so if we care about birds and all things wild.

This won't be a sermon or a soapbox, if the above doesn’t resonate, chances are
an article won't motivate you. If it resonates even a little, and you'd like to know more
about why, what or how to give back —read on.

Wny

Let’s start with why. Taking action and participating in ‘pro bird" and ‘pro habitat’

8 issues are part of the Audubon mission. Ifit's part of our mission, we should clearly
8 communicate how you can help and how the actions you take help. In short, we speak

4 on behalf of birds. We're certainly not their only voice, but we are an important one.

) Without doubt - the birds and other wildlife need our help. Right here in Pinellas
| County...Right Now. Habitat destruction and climate change are the biggest issues.
The last ‘reason why' is personal satisfaction and joy. Taking action and giving back

‘:‘ feel good. Though it's not always easy, always satisfying.

wiLL 1t ReaLLy MATTER?

YES - your actions count in a big way! We are very aware the two big issues
mentioned are serious and consequences seem grim. This is not an attempt to ‘sugar
{ coat’ or gloss over their seriousness. Consider this — while it's difficult to put a percentage
{ on how much your action (and the collective action of everyone) helps. Doing nothing
! has a 100% guarantee nothing changes.
On the bright side, there are success stories too. Ospreys and Eagles are easy to find
} in Pinellas County because people like you and me acted. They once were rarities.
Parks, wetlands and lighthouses have been saved by ‘regular people’ at every age and
2 all walks of life. Often times spearheaded by a single person, who grew to two, to a
movement to a friumph.

\ Many Wavs 1o CONTRIBUTE

Don’t believe for a second there’s nothing you can do. No matter who you are, no
matter how much time, skill or money you do or don’t have - you can contribute.
The next 2-pages are ‘idea pages’ where we showcase easy-to-get-started ways

| , l you can contribute. Some big, some small. THEY ALL MATTER. In coming issues we'll look

1 deeper at what you can do, how it helps and hopefully give you insight and maybe
inspiration.
THANK YOU!

Wine &y,
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Subject FW: COASTAL CRISIS: Call Your Lawmakers Today

I Please contact your elected officials on this one!
| Thanks,
1 stew

Forward Action

Let the World Know Your Alerts to friends
‘Birdiness’ ' e U

{ Become the ‘Recycler’
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SUccesTED RESource List

The list below is a ‘starting place’ and is nowhere near complete. Where it makes
sense, we provided local, followed by state, followed by national organizations. Get
into the game. You don’t have to do everything... but do something! Start big, start
small, your choice.

Ioen Pree 1

Organization
Wity Your TINE
Boyd Hill

FI Master Naturalist Program

Wity Your BIRDING
St. Pete Audubon

American Birding Association

Audubon Society

Cornell Lab of Ornithology

Wit Your FRIENDS

Wity Your MoNey
St. Pete Audubon

Boyd Hill

Other Organizations

TPRR L Vi LI BT R SR

Iben Pnrce 2
Organization

With Your TALENT

St. Pete Audubon

Audubon Florida

Wirn Your Voice
Audubon Florida

League of Conservation

Voters

Witw Your CONSUMPTION

Wirw Your VUore

League of Conservation

Voters
Sierra Club

Website

http://www.stpeteparksrec.org/boyd-hill-nature-

preserve.html
http://www.masternaturalist.ifas.ufl.edu/

http://www.stpeteaudubon.org/

http://listing.aba.org/ethics/
https://www.audubon.org/get-outside/audubons-
guide-ethical-bird-photography

http://www.birds.cornell.edu

https://greenamerica.org/sharing-building-
community

http://www.stpeteaudubon.org/

http://www.stpeteparksrec.org/boyd-hill-nature-
preserve.html

All of the resources mentioned are wholly or partially

funded through donations

Website

Contact Andrea directly at
andrea.anderson@stpete.org

http://fl.audubon.org/

http://fl.audubon.org/

http://origin.lcv.org/

hitp://www.globalstewards.org/

http://origin.lcv.org/

https://www.sierraclub.org/

Supports

Volunteer and Citizen Science
opportunities
Education

Christmas Bird Count
Ethical birding guidelines

Ethical photography guidelines

e-Bird, Merlin and other
Citizen Science tools

Has a ‘Sharing & Building
Community’ section

Give where you live
Has a great ‘Adopt a Raptor’
program

Supports

Potential St. Pete Audubon
opportunities

Has a ‘Get Involved' menu
on their website

Multiple ways to be heard
on Florida issues
Has a ‘Take Action’ menu
on their website

Sustainable living

Voting records for national
candidates and governors
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The phrase ‘Road Trip’ ignites excﬁremen’r in ’rhe Amerlcon psyche I|I<e few other. Rood Trlps cop’rlvo’re
us, erasing day-to-day divides like age and economic status, spinning their webs of anficipation. Road Trips
demands capitalization, bolding or exclamation marks.

Combine Road Trip excitement with a ‘Nat Geo’ cover story destination and the Road Trip skyrocketed
to Bucket List Trip.

And there’'s more! Timed correctly, you'll see Prothonotary Warblers court, hatch and fledge their next
generation — many times less than 20" away!

Where and When lo Go

The destination is Francis Beidler Forest operated by South Carolina Audubon close to I-95 and I-26 near
Charleston, South Carolina. The frip is an easy 7-hour drive from most of Pinellas County.

The ‘Warbler Window' is late April to Mid to Late May, depending on the weather. Prothonotaries must
find mates, build nests, incubate, hatch and fledge young in about a month. Think early May for parents to
be tending hatchlings (the bu5|esf perlod and great for viewing.

Where to Stay

Recommended hotels close to Beidler Forest are in
St. George, SC, Exit 77 off I-25. (Harleyville hotels are
closer but locals told us to avoid them. We did.) Our
favorite is the Quality Inn with a Days Inn at the same exit
as a second choice. Both are ‘I-95 hotels’ — clean, safe
have in-room fridges, breakfast along with decent TV
and Internet. Both of our trips prices ran below
$100/night. Birding all day means dinner out and falling
asleep to the TV — an ‘I-95 hotel’ and price point works.

If you're looking for something different than an
‘Interstate Hotel, Charleston is about an hour from Beidler
and one of the greatest ‘food cities’ in the US. You can
find accommodations from frugal to historic to lavish.
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Where 1o [al . A { 77 i ‘-9\‘ (1
We avoid chains, except small ones like Sticky —— _ o7 ; ¢

Fingers. The list below are all long-time favorites and
cover multiple destinations and price ranges.

Road Sticky Fingers BBQ Jacksonville and Charleston  $-S$ -
Stops Mudcat Charlie’s  Exit 42 in South Georgia $-$S
Pie Society Exit 104 in North Georgia S-SS
Near Just Desserts Harleyville S
Beidler Shugs St. George S
Charleston Martha Lou’s Fried Chicken S
Hayman'’s Seafood Long lines $-$S
Cypress Upscale Low Country SSS
Fulton Five World Class Italian SSS
Planter’s Inn World Class Coconut Cake $S$S

Fish Seafood $S$-$SS
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Beidler is More Than Prothonolaries A
Enough cannot be said about the forest itself.
You're enveloped the minute you step off the Visitors’
Center back deck. EXPERIENCE IT! It's far more than ‘the
place to see the birds’.
Boardwalks and trails are well-maintained and easy
to walk. The Visitors' Center ‘loaner’ map is excellent.
Birds beyond Prothonotaries include flycatchers,
warblers, tanagers, cuckoos, owls, and woodpeckers.
With a mix of wading birds — especially night herons.
Beyond birds, there’s no shortage of snakes and
turtles. You are comfortably safe above our reptile \
friends on the boardwalk. If you like snakes — look down; ) &
if you don’'t, look up. ) 4 Y
4 - ~ »
é , & Creal Birding Beyond Beidler
. Beidler and the Prothonotaries make an ideal
centerpiece for your trip. Bird-wise, there's plenty more
to see. Here's three more favorites...
Caw-Caw - Charleston County Park off US 17 in Ravenel.
Great Visitors' Center, diverse habitats, well-marked trails.
Warblers, raptors, woodpeckers, marsh birds. 4-hours.
Savannah Nat'l Wildlife Refuge — off US 17 at the Ga - SC
border. Primarily a wildlife drive. Mississippi Kites in early
May. 4-hours for the drive.
~ Santee Nat'l Wildlife Refuge - off Exit 102 of [-95 (30-min.
- north of St. George). The most ‘rustic’ — good birds,
4 needs thorough preparation to fully enjoy.

Give yourself time enjoy Beidler, plan a full day or
more if it's your first visit.

For beginning birders — Beidler and Caw-Caw are
the best choices. Savannah NWR has an easy drive.
Santee is spread out, has the least signage information
on e-Bird or access to rangers etc.

Charleston has multiple graduations in early May
that may affect area hotels. [-95 hotels have been okay.

Both Charleston and Savannah are great
destinations by themselves. They easily combine with
birding on multi-day trips.

ENJOY A CLASSIC TRIP
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